
MASS BUILDERS

AI is turning software creation into a mass behaviour; anyone with an idea 
and a text prompt can now build, ship, and share functional applications.
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Trend Overview
For 30 years, building software required a skill set that most people don't 
have; that changed in early 2026.

In February and March alone, Emergent crossed USD 100M ARR with 6 million 
users building business apps in plain language, Nothing Technology baked vibe 
coding directly into a consumer smartphone, and Gizmo turned mini-app 
creation into a social feed, attracting 600,000 installs in weeks.

The opportunity for your brand is not just efficiency. It's the moment when your 
customers stop using your product and start building on top of it.

84%
of developers worldwide now use or plan to 
use AI tools in their workflow, up from 76% in 

2024, per the Stack Overflow Developer 
Survey.


(Stack Overflow, 2025)

https://survey.stackoverflow.co/2025/ai


Innovations

Consumer Tech

🌍 February 2026

Emergent reaches USD 100M ARR as non-
developers build 7 million apps

San Francisco and Bengaluru-based startup Emergent 
crossed USD 100 million in annual recurring revenue in 
February 2026, just eight months after launch. Its vibe-
coding platform lets small businesses and non-technical 
users build custom software, primarily CRMs, ERPs, and 
inventory tools, by describing what they want in natural 
language. The company now has more than 6 million users 
across 190 countries, with 150,000 paying customers and 
over 7 million applications created.

Consumer Tech

🇬🇧 March 2026

Nothing Technology puts vibe coding on 
the consumer smartphone

London-based Nothing Technology launched Essential 
Apps in beta in February 2026, a feature that lets anyone 
build personalised widgets for their phone by describing 
what they want in plain language. Users can create 
glanceable apps for sports scores, image slideshows, or 
custom dashboards, then download or share them directly 
from Nothing's website. The company framed its ambition 
as 'one billion apps for one billion people.'

Social Media

🇺🇸 February 2026

Gizmo turns mini-app creation into a social 
feed 

New York startup Atma Sciences launched Gizmo in 
February 2026, a mobile platform where the feed is made 
entirely of interactive mini-apps created by other users, not 
videos. Anyone can build a gizmo by describing it in plain 
language; the platform generates the code, tests it, and 
publishes it to the feed. Within weeks of launch, the app 
had attracted approximately 600,000 installs.

https://app.trendwatching.com/innovations/emergents-vibe-coding-platform-hits-usd100m-arr-and-launches-mobile-app?queryId=49622ca0c690b2ba51ef6086506cb349
https://app.trendwatching.com/innovations/emergents-vibe-coding-platform-hits-usd100m-arr-and-launches-mobile-app?queryId=49622ca0c690b2ba51ef6086506cb349
https://app.trendwatching.com/innovations/nothing-lets-users-vibe-code-their-own-smartphone-widgets?queryId=4184d36f3f230ba095b2df001db05dc1
https://app.trendwatching.com/innovations/nothing-lets-users-vibe-code-their-own-smartphone-widgets?queryId=4184d36f3f230ba095b2df001db05dc1
https://app.trendwatching.com/innovations/a-new-social-app-lets-anyone-create-mini-apps-with-ai?queryId=3daaf7b3add2a79695d0472e1b0918ed
https://app.trendwatching.com/innovations/a-new-social-app-lets-anyone-create-mini-apps-with-ai?queryId=3daaf7b3add2a79695d0472e1b0918ed


Innovations

Financial Services

🇪🇹 March 2026

M-PESA bundles AI app-building tools 
into an Ethiopian mobile wallet 

M-PESA Ethiopia partnered with AI platform Gebeya Inc. in 
February 2026 to launch the Dala AI Bundle, a subscription 
product embedded directly inside the M-PESA mobile 
money app. Subscribers can build apps, design games, and 
generate content using Gebeya's Dala Studio tools, with full 
support for local languages including Amharic and Oromo. 
Payment happens within M-PESA, removing the need for 
international payment credentials. 

Consumer Tech

🇬🇧 March 2026

Raycast launches Glaze to let Mac users 
build and share apps without code

Raycast, the company behind a popular Mac productivity 
launcher, released Glaze in March 2026, a platform that lets 
users with no coding experience build, use, and share small 
software applications by describing what they want in a text 
prompt. Glaze handles cloud storage, design, and API 
integrations automatically, using models including 
Anthropic's Claude Code and OpenAI's Codex. A companion 
Glaze Store lets users discover and modify apps built by the 
community.

Work & Education

🇺🇸 March 2026

Lovable opens its AI app builder free for 
24 hours across 17 countries

On International Women's Day in March 2026, AI app builder 
Lovable made its platform free for 24 hours under the 
SheBuilds initiative, in partnership with Anthropic and 
Stripe. Each participant received USD 100 in Claude API 
credits and USD 250 in Stripe fee credits, covering both 
build and payment infrastructure at zero cost. Over 30 in-
person community events ran across 17 countries, with a 
global online track running in parallel.

https://app.trendwatching.com/innovations/m-pesa-embeds-ai-creator-tools-into-its-ethiopian-mobile-wallet?queryId=aa5b820fb45f6435840b08f1335b1b78
https://app.trendwatching.com/innovations/m-pesa-embeds-ai-creator-tools-into-its-ethiopian-mobile-wallet?queryId=aa5b820fb45f6435840b08f1335b1b78
https://app.trendwatching.com/innovations/ai-platform-lets-anyone-build-and-share-custom-apps?queryId=27a07c0b1703504ee01eb648c25e0974
https://app.trendwatching.com/innovations/ai-platform-lets-anyone-build-and-share-custom-apps?queryId=27a07c0b1703504ee01eb648c25e0974
https://app.trendwatching.com/innovations/lovable-makes-ai-app-builder-free-for-womens-day-with-usd-350-in-credits?queryId=1a5b3487b543169c951d2df99beea3d2
https://app.trendwatching.com/innovations/lovable-makes-ai-app-builder-free-for-womens-day-with-usd-350-in-credits?queryId=1a5b3487b543169c951d2df99beea3d2


Innovations

Retail & Commerce

🌍 February 2026

WordPress brings natural language 
editing to 43% of the web

WordPress rolled out an AI assistant in February 2026 that 
lets users edit and manage websites using plain text 
prompts, integrated directly into the site editor and media 
library. Capabilities include text editing, translation, image 
generation, page creation, and font changes, all triggered 
by tagging '@ai' in a content block. The update builds on an 
AI website builder WordPress launched the previous year, 
with AI tools now enabled by default for sites created 
through that route.

Entertainment

🇺🇸 February 2026

Roblox opens 3D object creation to 380 
million users with an AI beta

Roblox launched its AI-powered 3D creation tool in open 
beta in February 2026, enabling creators to build fully 
functional, interactive objects using predefined schemas. 
Where its earlier Cube 3D tool generated over 1.8 million 
static items, the new system produces objects with working 
parts: cars that drive, planes that fly. Users can test 
creations inside a game called Wish Master before 
publishing them to the broader platform.

Retail & Commerce

🌍 February 2026

Genstore deploys AI agents to build and 
run online stores autonomously 

US-based startup Genstore launched in February 2026 with 
a platform that uses autonomous AI agents to build and 
operate complete e-commerce storefronts for creators and 
small merchants. Rather than requiring users to configure 
tools or manage workflows, a virtual team of AI agents 
analyses product information, market trends, and design 
patterns to generate a ready-to-sell store automatically. 
Ongoing operations, including updates and management, 
run the same way.

https://app.trendwatching.com/innovations/wordpress-introduces-ai-assistant-for-website-editing-with-natural-language-prompts?queryId=50e7e6924f556ab75bc3107312403b61
https://app.trendwatching.com/innovations/wordpress-introduces-ai-assistant-for-website-editing-with-natural-language-prompts?queryId=50e7e6924f556ab75bc3107312403b61
https://app.trendwatching.com/innovations/roblox-lets-creators-build-interactive-3d-objects-with-ai?queryId=03b6ce7642855b0b2f2a7ec6e658cdca
https://app.trendwatching.com/innovations/roblox-lets-creators-build-interactive-3d-objects-with-ai?queryId=03b6ce7642855b0b2f2a7ec6e658cdca
https://app.trendwatching.com/innovations/ai-agents-now-build-and-operate-online-stores-for-creators?queryId=44c69e55a51427648b3b314c97ad6f76
https://app.trendwatching.com/innovations/ai-agents-now-build-and-operate-online-stores-for-creators?queryId=44c69e55a51427648b3b314c97ad6f76


Innovations

Consumer Tech

🇺🇸 March 2026

Cursor automates multi-agent developer 
workflows with trigger-based dispatch 

AI coding company Cursor released Automations in March 
2026, a system that lets software engineers configure AI 
agents to launch automatically based on triggers, including 
new code commits, Slack messages, or timers, without 
manual prompting at each step. The company already runs 
hundreds of automations per hour internally, covering use 
cases from security audits on new code to automated pull 
request reviews. 

Entertainment

🇺🇸 February 2026

Google DeepMind lets anyone generate 
playable 3D worlds from a single prompt

Google DeepMind launched Project Genie in January 2026, 
an AI tool that generates fully explorable 3D environments 
from a text prompt or a single image. Powered by the Genie 
3 model, the worlds render at 720p and can hold their 
structure for several minutes of navigation. A child's 
drawing can become a playable level; a photograph 
becomes a navigable scene. Access is available through 
Google Labs.

Consumer Tech

🇨🇳 March 2026

Alibaba bundles rival AI models into a 
single low-cost coding tool for developers

Chinese technology company Alibaba launched Tongyi 
Lingma in February 2026, an AI coding tool available 
through its cloud unit at an introductory price of CNY 7.9 
(approximately USD 1.1) per month. The subscription 
provides access not only to Alibaba's own Qwen 3.5 model 
but also to models from local competitors Zhipu AI, 
Moonshot AI, and MiniMax, with users free to switch 
between them. The tool supports complex, multi-step 
agentic coding workflows, not just simple code completion.

https://app.trendwatching.com/innovations/ai-coding-tool-automates-agent-workflows-for-developers?queryId=86015fb8182782ad65b3f6b28a7448c2
https://app.trendwatching.com/innovations/ai-coding-tool-automates-agent-workflows-for-developers?queryId=86015fb8182782ad65b3f6b28a7448c2
https://app.trendwatching.com/innovations/googles-ai-tool-builds-playable-3d-worlds-from-a-single-prompt?queryId=6bc63b99030e08f5a2f02b74d2a9a241
https://app.trendwatching.com/innovations/googles-ai-tool-builds-playable-3d-worlds-from-a-single-prompt?queryId=6bc63b99030e08f5a2f02b74d2a9a241
https://app.trendwatching.com/innovations/alibaba-launches-multi-model-ai-coding-tool-for-developers?queryId=965d70b8a18eeda7c66c714b119301e3
https://app.trendwatching.com/innovations/alibaba-launches-multi-model-ai-coding-tool-for-developers?queryId=965d70b8a18eeda7c66c714b119301e3


Opportunity Spaces 
Branded creation layers inside existing products

The most compelling vibe coding moves of early 2026 were creation features embedded inside products 
people already use, from Nothing's phone OS to WordPress's CMS to M-PESA's wallet. The opportunity 
for your brand is to identify the most friction-heavy moment in your product experience and ask whether 
a natural language build layer would collapse that friction entirely. 

Non-technical founder infrastructure for emerging markets

Emergent's fastest growth is outside North America and Europe, and M-PESA's Ethiopia move shows that 
the distribution lever in emerging markets is existing financial infrastructure, not new app stores. The 
white space here is a bundle that pairs vibe coding access with local language support, local payment 
rails, and community scaffolding, the three things that Lovable's SheBuilds campaign demonstrated 
actually convert access into adoption. Any fintech, telco, or FMCG brand with large emerging market 
distribution has a credible path to owning this. 

Creation as a retention mechanic for gaming and media platforms

Roblox and Gizmo are both demonstrating that giving users the ability to create,, dramatically extends 
time on platform. The untapped version of this for media and entertainment brands is enabling creation 
within existing IP universes: tools that let fans build levels, mini-games, or interactive experiences using 
brand assets, all without touching a line of code. The franchises that open their canvases first will find 
that fan creation becomes their most cost-effective content engine.



Turn MASS BUILDERS into your 
next winning service
The platform’s AI x Ideation Playbook will help you turn this trend into tangible 
product ideas — in under 30 minutes.
Open the Playbook, open your AI assistant, and follow the instructions. You'll generate on-trend concepts, user-test them 
against synthetic consumer personas, visualize the actual experience, then package everything into a brief ready to share 
with your team or clients.  
It runs entirely inside your own AI assistant —  be it ChatGPT, Gemini, Claude or Copilot. True trend-driven innovation. 

https://info.trendwatching.com/ai-innovation-lab

